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Presidents Message 

Welcome to March’s President Report. 

The weather has definitely changed from very hot and turbulent to  
overcast and windy.  For anyone wanting to practice crosswind landings 
now is the time. 

The Briefing Room has had a bit of a face lift with a new paint job of sky 
blue, along with a ceiling repair, both of which were much needed.  The 
wall air conditioner has been removed and is for sale if anyone would like 
to place an offer on it.  It does work but it does require a 15amp power 
point. 

The monthly Flying competition was very well attended with 11 pilots  
participating.  I have mentioned before, even if you are not current, come 
on down and be a part of the comp.  We have been well catered for in the 
past with Ashley and Marg offering us their scones and cakes and I thank 
them for their contribution. 

Our most consistent participating monthly pilot, Ian Berry, unfortunately  
is out of action for several months due to, I believe, knee surgery.  All the 
best for your recovery Ian.  My best wishes go to Anita Beech also hoping 
you have a speedy recovery. 

The primary windsock has been out of action for many weeks now and we 
report it weekly in our reports to Shire.  The latest update is that it will be 
replaced by the end of the week and we look forward to that being the 
case.  We have raised the concern of many and hopefully this situation will 
be resolved quickly. 

If you are interested in being involved in a fly in to Cunderdin on 6th or 7th 
April to help them celebrate 80 years of flying to advise me or Dave 
McFarlane of your interest as they would like numbers for catering. We are 
taking passengers so put your name down if you don’t fly but would like to 
go over to Cunderdin Airfield for the day. 

I hope you get up into the sky for some enjoyable flying and remember to 
use the carby heat with this cooler weather. 

Cheers, 

Errol 



Club Captain’s Report 

What a fantastic day on Sunday the 10th for the Monthly Flying  
competition! 

The weather was clear blue and mild temperature, breeze favored runway 
14 and according to some pilots there was a wind shear that affected their 
performance. 

Great to see the Club busy with 7 aircraft in use with 11 Pilots taking part 
in the three circuits task. Comprising Flapless, Powered and Glide  
approaches with a different aiming point for touch down. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE WINNERS WERE…. 

First Ashley Smith C172 PGL 96 points  

Equal Second Phil Maley RV_6 95 points 

Equal Second James Hill C152 BFC 95 points 

Third Peter Hill C152 BFC  94 points  

Fourth Chris Hill C152 BFC 93 points  
 

The club captain thought he had won the day BUT can’t add up and had  
a ten point error in the calculations.  [Editors Note:  The club captain also 
said he sent me 4 photos but I only counted 3] 

Thanks to those who supported morning tea, their work in the kitchen 
keeping up with the tempting fare.   

Next competition will be Sunday April 14th. Briefing 0900hrs. 

 

Dave 

Club Captain’s Report 



Too Many Rules 
When I learnt to fly in the long-ago 1980’s, the Civil Aviation Regulations 

were an A5 book of about 100 pages, and we had Civil Aviation Orders and 

the AIP. Since then the CAR’s have expanded like a weather balloon on its 

way to 60,000 ft, and we’ve seen the introduction of Civil Aviation Safety 

Regulations (CASR), Civil Aviation Advisory Publications (CAAP), and 

 numerous changes in where information is written. And over the years 

the federal government department in charge of it all has gone through a  

variety of name changes including Department of Transport, Department 

of Aviation, Department of Civil Aviation, and Department of Transport 

and Regional Services. This week it’s called the Department of  

Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications.  

So if you have trouble keeping up with it all, you’re not alone. Here’s a bit 

of background about it all fits together. 

THE REGULATOR 
Once upon a time the Civil Aviation Authority was the regulator. Within 

that organisation a culture had developed that CAA was a servant of the 

industry, and even as regulators they had to consider the viability of the 

industry. And yes, there’s truth in that – CASA should not regulate general 

aviation out of existence – but back then it led to inadequate oversight of 

operators who shouldn’t have been flying, and it contributed to the  

Monarch Airlines crash at Young, NSW in 1993, and the Seaview Air crash 

on the way to Lord Howe Island the following year, with the loss of all on 

board in both cases. Those totally avoidable accidents led to the             

dissolution of the CAA and the formation of the Civil Aviation Safety      

Authority, which was all about safety. Provision of aeronautical               

information, navigation aids, ATC and airport firefighting is the job of    

Airservices Australia. 

Where Does It Say That? 



THE REGULATOR CONT... 
The International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) is a UN agency based in 

Montreal, that manages adherence to the Convention on International Civil 

Aviation, better known as the Chicago Convention, which was held in 1944. 

CASA does its best to make rules that comply with ICAO. One example of 

complying with ICAO is the format of the AIP book, which has quite a few 

sections with nothing or very little in them, such as ENR 1.8, which is only 

there because the ICAO format dictates a section titled “Regional  

Supplementary Procedures.” Another simple example was the change some 

years back to putting your callsign at the end of a readback instead of the 

start. 

THE TYPES OF FLYING 
CASA’s risk management approach to rule-making means they take into  

account: 

 The probability of something going wrong in a type of activity 

(eg. mustering in a helicopter is more likely to result in an  

accident than a typical airline flight); 

 The consequences of an accident (the helicopter mustering crash 

will only kill one person; the airline crash will kill 200). 

Another principle is that the rules should provide a higher level of safety for 

people who have limited knowledge of or control over the risks. So the rules 

offer a higher level of safety to the airline passenger who just bought the 

cheapest ticket and has no idea how good the pilots are or how well 

maintained the aeroplane is, than to the private pilot who understands the 

need to rock up sober, read the forecast, preflight the aeroplane, and do all 

the things that reduce your risk. 
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AIR TRANSPORT OPERATIONS 
Once upon a time CASA distinguished between Regular Public Transport 

(RPT), meaning fixed schedules and fixed locations (known to us the  

cognoscenti as airline flights and to most people as “commercial” flights), 

and charter. Charter meant either regular but not public (eg. FIFO to 

mines) or public but not regular (eg. Ring an operator and book an  

aeroplane and a pilot to take you to Kalbarri for the day). Now they’re 

grouped together as air transport operations, which includes cargo and 

medical, and which no longer depends on the size of the aeroplane. This  

is about the people who have limited knowledge of the risks. It requires  

an Air Operator’s Certificate (AOC). 

AERIAL WORK 
Aerial work is using an aeroplane for specialised purposes, where there is 

some extra risk, either in terms of likelihood or consequence. It includes a 

wide variety of specialist operations such as crop spraying, survey and SAR. 

This requires an Operator Certificate, which is not the same as an AOC, but 

we’ll ignore the differences here. 

GENERAL AVIATION 
This comprises the remainder, and includes flight training (which used  

to be classed as aerial work), sport aircraft and meat bombing. 

THE HIERARCHY OF RULES 
The central piece of legislation for aviation is the Civil Aviation Act 1988. 

You’re not going to read that, and you don’t need to. 

The second tier is regulations – CASR and CAR. The third tier includes  

Manuals of Standards (MOS) and Civil Aviation Orders (CAO). They’re all 

available via the tab titled Rules on the CASA website. 
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THE HIERARCHY OF RULES CONT... 
Other places where you can find rules and information, such as the  

Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP), circulars, Plain English guides 

and the VFRG, are not legislation. 

CASR 
CASR first appeared in 1998, and they’re gradually replacing CARs, so 

they’re becoming something of a one-stop shop for rules. The Parts of CASR 

are typically grouped around a theme. For instance, Part 61 is Licensing, 

which is why we all now have Part 61 licences. Parts that are associated with 

that include Part 65 – ATC Licensing, Part 67 – Medical, and Part 141 – Flight 

training.  

Another example is Part 91 – General Operating and Flight Rules, which 

includes information as diverse as which documents you have to carry,   

minimum heights, VFR, rules for right of way, refuelling, and safety  

briefings.  Previously that information was scattered throughout CAR’s, 

CAO’s and AIP. There are quite a few other parts associated with Part 91, 

including Part 121 – Air transport operations for larger aeroplanes, Part 131 

– Balloons and hot air ships, and Part 137 – Aerial application. So while we 

all comply with Part 91, Qantas and Virgin also comply with Part 121, our 

ballooning friends also comply with Part 131, and the Agtruck pilots also 

comply with Part 137. 

MANUALS OF STANDARDS 
Because MOS are not legislation, they are quicker and easier to change than 

CASR. As an example, take safety briefings. You’ve always been required to 

do one, and that rule will never change; it’s now CASR 91.565. But the  

required contents of the briefing may change. (Who remembers, back in  

the 1980s, being told to put your phone in Flight mode?) The contents of a 

safety brief are in the Part 91 MOS. Another example is cruising levels.  

Where Does It Say That? 



MANUALS OF STANDARDS CONT... 
Part 91 says you must cruise at a level appropriate to your track; the MOS 

specifies the levels. Other examples of rules in the Part 91 MOS include  

alternate requirements, reserve fuel, passenger safety briefings and flight 

instruments, which were previously in AIP and CAO. 

SOME OTHER TYPES OF INSTRUMENTS 
AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVES (AD’s) are another example of an “instrument” 

that CASA can use to advise of rules or requirements. These are usually  

issued when an aircraft manufacturer identifies a potential safety problem. 

An example a few years ago was Cessna’s directive to replace wing spars in 

172’s, which led to an AD from CASA and a nice bill from Northam Air  

Services to the owners of PGL. 

AUTHORISATIONS are another type of instrument, and they can range from 

approval of an operations manual that will allow a company to operate,  

approval of a Head of Flying Operations (what used to be called a Chief Pilot 

– there’s another change), or approval to conduct a fireworks display. 

EXEMPTIONS from compliance with regulations can be issued, generally  

after a request from an operator. 

INFORMATION THAT IS NOT LEGISLATION 
For a VFR pilot, the AIP includes the AIP book, the ERSA and charts, and AIP 

Supplements and Aeronautical Information Circulars (AIC), all available on 

the Airservices website. The AIP Sups and Circulars generally include  

information that is either temporary or will eventually be included in the AIP 

permanently. An example of the former is AIC H08/24, about Perth Airport 

pavement upgrades, and an example of the latter is the SUP H05/24, about 

amendments to the ERSA entry for Sunshine Coast Airport, which will be 

incorporated into the June edition of ERSA, at which time the SUP will be 

cancelled. 
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Some other types of information that you may find useful from time to 

time include: 

 Advisory Circulars (ACs), such as AC 91-16 – Wake Turbulence and AC 

21-99 – Aircraft Wiring and Bonding. Many of these are partly  

identified by the section of CASR that involves them. Wake  

turbulence is relevant to Part 91 – General Flight Operations, so the 

AC has “91”  

in its title, and AC 21-99 relates to Part 21 – Certification and  

Airworthiness Requirements. 

 Civil Aviation Advisory Publications (CAAPs). These were numbered 

according to the CAR that they related to. For instance CAR 234 said 

you had to carry enough fuel, and CAAP 234 defined “enough”, such 

as 45 minutes’ fixed reserve. Since CARs are gradually being replaced 

by CASRs, the CAAPs are gradually being replaced by ACs. 

 Plain English guides, such as for Part 91, which applies to all pilots  

including those who don’t want to wade through the CASR to find  

answers, and CAO 48.1 – Fatigue Management, where the rules are  

so complicated that even the Plain English Guide is hard going! 

 Information sheets and kits that cover a wide range of topics such as 

the VFRG, aviation medicine and human factors, and the 

 StayOnTrack series on flying around our capital cities. 

Have a browse through https://www.casa.gov.au/resources-and-education 

and see what you can learn. 

 

And as to the question from last month about the airspeed velocity of an 

unladen swallow: any good Monty Python fan knows that to answer that, 

you first need to know whether it’s a European or an African swallow. 
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Around The Web 

CARBON MONOXIDE (CO) 

Carbon monoxide (CO) continues to be a significant issue for pilots who  

fly piston engine aircraft. It is a colourless, odourless gas and cannot be  

detected by the human senses.  If a pilot is exposed to CO during flight,  

their ability to fly the aircraft, process and respond to critical information 

can be significantly diminished, which can lead to an accident. 

 

Exposure to CO can cause nausea, dizziness, and disorientation. At  

significant levels it can affect a person’s emotional state and cognitive  

functions. CASA recommend all pilots who fly piston engine aircraft carry  

at least one portable electronic carbon monoxide detector, and have it  

activated during flight.  These devices are small, lightweight, and I 

nexpensive. They sound a loud alarm when CO is detected, alerting the  

pilot so immediate action can be taken to land the aircraft. 

 

The 2017 Sydney Seaplanes accident, which was attributed to pilot  

incapacitation due to CO exposure, outlined the need for greater industry 

awareness about the effects of CO.  The Australian Transport Safety  

Bureau’s report found inaudible CO detector brands, such as colour-metric  

varieties (where the patch changes colour when CO is present), are not     

sufficient to alert pilots to the risk. These varieties can easily be damaged 

through heat and sunlight exposure, rendering them ineffective. 

 

For further information about the hazards and risks, long-term health  

impacts, and methods for pilots to mitigate their exposure to carbon  

monoxide, see the CASA  Airworthiness Bulletin, or read the CASA  

 fact sheet and case study. 

https://updates.communication.casa.gov.au/link/id/zzzz65e653c581023700Pzzzz5f6990ee3539c422/page.html
https://updates.communication.casa.gov.au/link/id/zzzz65e653c58305f616Pzzzz5f6990ee3539c422/page.html
https://updates.communication.casa.gov.au/link/id/zzzz65e653c5843b8165Pzzzz5f6990ee3539c422/page.html
https://updates.communication.casa.gov.au/link/id/zzzz65e653c5856bf613Pzzzz5f6990ee3539c422/page.html
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We received 849 responses and contracted independent consultants to 

conduct the analysis. 

Feedback from the aviation and medical community highlighted the need 

for ongoing consideration of the appropriateness of the operational limita-

tions as well as the safety and risk mitigations proposed. 

Dr Kate Manderson, Principal Medical Officer, said that the proposed pol-

icy will allow private and recreational pilots to self-assess and self-declare 

without requiring a medical assessment if they meet fitness and eligibility 

requirements, complete and pass an online test and operate in accordance 

with specified operational limitations. 

We are now working to finalise our policy decision and implement through 

an exemption instrument to the Civil Aviation Safety Regulations 1998. 

As soon as practical we will announce to pilots that they can start applying 

for the new Class 5 medical self-declaration scheme. This is expected to be 

in the next few weeks. 
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Membership Renewal & Apparel 



Bar  

Sunday April 14th. Briefing 13900 

The Bar will be open every Saturday  
evening from 17:00 — 19:00  

Wanted  -  Aviation  

Memorabilia 
 Books 
 Artefacts 
 Photographs 
 Old Aircraft Parts 
 Signs 

If it’s old and historic—I’m interested 

Adam Price—0428 611 797 

NAC Club Aircraft Bookings 

 

 

 

 

Enquiries— Matt Bignell 

0407 873 700 

LLLEEEAAARRRNNN   TTTOOO   FFFLLLYYY   

RReeccrreeaattiioonnaall  AAvviiaattiioonn  CCaappiittaall  ooff  tthhee  WWeesstt  

 
Ph Errol 0428 880 149 or Kevin 0434 000 217 

www.northamaeroclub.com 
 

Next Club Committee Meeting  



Classifieds 

Northam Aero Club Merchandise 

 

Club Polo Shirts with name and club logo—$35.00 

Postage available—$10.00 per order 

Club Caps with logo—$25.00  

available at the bar 

Stubbie Holders—$7.00  

available at the bar 

Postage available—$8.00 
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Errol Croft 

E: dowref@bigpond.net.au  

T: 0428 880 149 
 

Aircraft Bookings Officer 

Matt Bignell 

E: big.matty@hotmail.com 

T: 0407 873 700 
 

Secretary  

Susan Clements 

E:  info@northamaeroclub.com  
T:  0488 441 274 

Treasurer 

Paul Blain 

E: nactreasurer@bigpond.com 

T: 0427 909 412 

Club Captain  

Dave McFarlane 

E: mcf888@bigpond.com  

T: 0428 743 031 

 

House & Grounds 

Trevor Sangston  

E: trevorsangston@iinet.net.au  

T: 0417 183 160  

Aircraft  

Dave Beech  

E: dbeech@iinet.net.au 

T: 0438 016 903  

Flight Training 

Kevin Lathbury 

E: Kevinlouise62@gmail.com 

T: 0434 000 217 

Flight Training 

Ray Challen 
E: ray@challen.com.au 

T: 0408 321 262 

Membership Officer 
Heather Deegan 

E: heatther1957@gmail.com 

T: 0428 738 808 

Editor Fly About 
Paul Blain 
E: paul.blain@bigpond.com 

T: 0427 909 412 
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Hire Fee Structure 

 Private Hire - $260 per hour 

 Dual Training - $410 per hour 

 TIF’s - $205 per 1/2 hour 

 Briefing - as required 

 Instructor (in owner’s aircraft) - $150 per hour 

Pre-paid Discounted Block Rates Available 

 5 hours -  less 5% 

 10 hours - less 10% 

 20 hours - less 15% 

Student pilots may use the discounted block rate for aircraft hire  

costs only.  Instructor fees remain as fixed price. 

 

For all further enquiries please contact: 

NAC Treasurer - nactreasurer@bigpond.com  T: 0427 909 412 

Aircraft Bookings: Matt Bignell  - 0407 873 700 

Next Competition: 9:00am Sunday 14th April 2024 
Cheers,  

Dave McFarlane  

Club Captain  0428 743 031 

NAC Cessna 172—VH-PGL 

Next Club Competition 




