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A Message from the President
Hi all Members – Happy Easter
Although Easter Friday was not good flying weather, the rest of
the Easter weekend was perfect for flying, I hope you all
managed to take to the skies.
The mains water supply has now been upgraded and there
should be no water pressure problems at the Airfield. I believe a
huge thanks must go to Peter Clements who had his very
generous talent called upon to rectify an electrical problem at
the Northam Aero Club kitchen. It is the ongoing support of long
time friends of the Aero Club that have taken this club to where
it is today.
If you have not heard the news Northam has won the right to
host the World Women’s Ballooning Championships in 2021.
The Shire of Northam has supported the Northam Ballooning
Events Committee in putting together the proposal. Donna
Tasker had the enormous job of taking the presentation to the
Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) and was successful
in her professional delivery. Thank you to both Gren and Margie
Putland for their continuing efforts.
Congratulations to all involved it will be a major event for
Northam.
Northam Aero Club would like to hold a busy bee down the track
to clear a few things around the Airfield and Club Rooms. I will
keep you posted on the dates. Many hands make light work.

Fuel is very important when flying. Did you hear about the
finding of a plane that made a forced landing and was out of
fuel? The investigators discovered the wings had been replaced
and they did not have long range tanks as did the old ones.
Consequently the pilot ran out of fuel - who was at fault?
Always check your fuel quantity.
Cheers Errol
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Page 3 Plane

OWNER:
Ken Coulter
REGISTRATION:
19-1567
TYPE:
Zenith CH 701
YEAR OF MANUFACTURE:
2019
SEATS:
2
TOTAL TIME:
12 hours
ENGINE TO RUN:
2000
PROP TO RUN:
2000
CRUISE SPEED:
85kts
STALL SPEED:
way below 30kts
CRUISE FUEL FLOW:
16 litres/hour
HANGARED:
White Gum Air Park

Club Captain’s Report - April 2019
More FLY INS are on the calendar soon for Team NAC Pilots on Saturday 4th May and Saturday 15th June. Please mark your calendars, these events are excellent.
Any enquiries : ring Peter Hill 0450415947 email: prh@aurora.net.au
Wagin (RACWA) on Saturday 4th May with 8.30 take off from Northam
SERPENTINE (SABC) on Saturday 15th June with 8.30 take off from Northam
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------TEAM NAC Flying Comp was Sunday 14th April, Ashley, last year's Club Champ is overseas,
we missed him, but he still leads this season's results with 2 comps to go.
Ian Berry is also overseas and we wish him well in his travels, wonder what aircraft he brings
back from this trip!
So only 4 Pilots fronted on an overcast, crosswind Runway 32 morning.
"Goomalling Reconnaissance" was the Comp, a Cross Country Mini Air Trial within a 20 mile
radius. Waypoints to be identified and landing performance/radio calls marked. Pilots flew
from Northam to Goomalling then via Goomalling Airstrip to Meckering and return to Base.
Now we are filming the landings there is a training benefit to the Pilots ,and I must say it is a
surprise to me when I see how I address the "Keys" in a cross wind
landing! ( I need to tidy that up:).
First Place - Peter
Second Place - James
A close Third Place was new TEAM NAC PILOT Nick Kostov
in his immaculate Jabiru!
All pilots flew safely and are more current and proficient by flying these Comps.
NEXT COMP - SUNDAY 12th MAY
"A BRIDGE TOO FAR"
another cross country air trial
Pilots have full Comp Sheets and Maps with 4 weeks to go, so lots of time to FLY a PRACTICE
RUN or two.
Sunday 12th May is "MOTHERS DAY", so bring her along ! Usual complimentary morning teas of course.
Hope to see all TEAM NAC PILOTS SUNDAY 12th MAY at Northam for some good FLYING.
Until then, Thank You and Stay Safe.
Kind Regards
Peter Hill NAC Club Captain 0450415947 prh@aurora.net.au

Editor’s Broadcast
Hello Fellow Aero Club Members
Well the cooler months are fast approaching, and I for one look forward to seeing the balloons
around the field on these cold winter mornings! An exciting month for our friends at White Gum
Air Park with the arrival of their 737 - look out in next month’s Fly About for a feature on this
historical day.
This issue has been published a little later than usual due to things being so busy in my world.
Unfortunately, due to an increase in personal commitments, I am unable to continue my role as Fly
About editor. Anyone interested in the fun, rewarding task please let me know!

Karin
NAC Fly About Editor

Congratulations!!!!
After last month’s wedding celebrations, Neil and Lilian welcomed their little
girl “Piper” into the world in April. We are all looking forward to seeing
more of Piper around the field in the coming years!

Seen Around the Field
Pilots in the making scoring
landings

CT 4’s departing Northam in
formation - Anzac Day.

Ballooning begins!!

Saturday night at the club bar
always guarantees some good
laughs with the regulars!
Top - Matt, Sandra and Ashley
Right - Guess who (Gxxxe?)
Below - (from left) Sharna,
Annette, Peter, Lionel, Tahni,
Howie, Gail, Kate & Adam

Close Calls
Crosswind Chaos — by Flight Safety Australia reader
Reprinted with courtesy of Flight Safety Australia Magazine

Several years ago, my father was visiting from overseas and we were both keen to
attend a small fly in and airshow prior to him returning. I booked the Cub for the
whole day. The destination was only about one hour away, and the flying display
started at 1400. Plenty of time …
We woke up early and set off to the airfield. The weather forecast was for good
conditions with a light wind but as we were getting the aircraft ready, the cloud
base looked a lot lower than expected. Since we still had time to spare, I decided
to wait a bit, hoping the weather would improve. Eventually after several cups of
coffee, it looked slightly brighter, so we decided to give it a go as time was ticking
on. By now, the wind had picked up quite a bit. It was not as forecast, but it was
down the runway. At least the runway of our home airfield anyway!
After a pleasant flight we eventually arrived at the destination and landed just
prior to 1400 when the airfield closed for the flying display.
After a nice afternoon watching the display and chatting to a few other owners we
slowly got ready to depart. The sky looked fantastic—sunny with a few puffy
clouds at about 5000 ft. The wind was however quite strong and at this airfield it
was 90° across the runway and gusting.
I started the take-off roll with the stick hard back and slight into wind aileron and
smoothly applied full power. The Cub started to roll normally but as soon as the
tail began to lift the aircraft began to veer rapidly to the right, into the wind. I
fought for all it was worth with full left rudder to prevent a rapidly approaching
ground loop.
We departed the sealed runway and ran onto the grass runway which was
alongside. Fortunately, there were no runway lights or other obstructions for us
to hit. As we bumped across the grass the nose started to pitch forward towards
the ground. I just managed to regain control enough to bring the tailwheel back
down, albeit with a bump.
Just when I thought I had directional control back the aircraft suddenly began to
veer in the other direction. Again, I fought it with all that I had and eventually,
after a struggle, the aircraft crossed back onto the hard runway again and finally
became airborne. After shakily climbing away we had an uneventful flight home
and a smooth landing on a (thankfully) into-the-wind home runway.

So, what had gone wrong and why? I viewed the video footage of the take-off
which my passenger had filmed. Hindsight is a wonderful thing. I could already
see a few things which I should have done a lot better.
During the taxi the video showed the horizontal windsock, so the wind was at
least 15 knots at 90° to the runway and gusting stronger. The Cub flight manual
says max demonstrated crosswind is 10 knots. I’ve heard many pilots argue that
‘max demonstrated’ is not an actual limit. Most pilots probably think they can
handle stronger crosswinds and I suppose I was one of them. In this case I had
exceed the limit of my skill level. I certainly will use ‘max demonstrated’ as a hard
limit now.
In any crosswind you must ensure you use sufficient into-wind aileron. When I
watched the video, I realised I probably only had a quarter deflection. It wasn’t
enough. More aileron means more weight on the into-wind wheel helping keep
the aircraft tracking straight on the ground. It also stops the wing from lifting.
If it is all going wrong on a take-off then close the throttle and stop. For some
reason stopping never crossed my mind but was probably the safest thing to do.
I suppose the sun and fabulous looking sky had lured me in to thinking it was
great conditions for flying. Combined with the fact that we needed to be home,
we decided to give it a go.
Get home-itis. We have all heard about it and like me, most people think they
won’t succumb to it. I was one of them!
It can creep up on you very easily without you even noticing. Always be aware of
it, even on small trips. There is always another day to fly or another way to get
home.

Videos of the Month
Click on the title links to watch this month’s videos
(only available for email recipients of the Fly About)

The Lifting Bodies

How to belly land an F111
What happens when you lose a wheel!

NORTHAM AIRPORT SKYCAM
Northam Airport now has a Skycam:
http://www.northam.skycam.net.au/
The Skycam system at the Northam Airport has been installed to improve pilot situational
awareness with regard to the weather. This webcam is funded and will be maintained
by Air Safety Navigators as part of our commitment to aviation safety, the local flying
community and in support of our home airfield. Images are now available
on Ozrunways and Avplan

Bar Roster
May 2019

July 2019

4th May

Adam Price

6th July

Mick Clements

11th May

Mick Clements

13th July

Matt Bignell

18th May

Matt Bignell

20th July

Peter Scheer

25th May

Peter Scheer

27th July

Ashley Smith

June 2019
1st June

Ashley Smith

8th June

Crofty

15th June

Howie

22nd June

Peter Hill

29th June

Adam Price

Bar Hours - Saturday 5pm - 7pm
If unable to do your rostered days, please make
arrangements to swap with someone.

Northam Aero Club
“The First 50 Years”
1968—2018

Copies of this wonderful read can be purchased for $20 for members or $25 for non
members from the Aero Club Bar or $25 from the Northam Visitors Centre.
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Different Operations Kevin Lathbury - NAC
Firstly, an apology because as any good pilot knows, a proper flying warrie should
not only start with “There I was” but should also involve appropriate hand movements, and I can’t do that on paper. Anyway, there I was, on 137 Pilots’ Course back
in 1986, having done a solo flight in a Macchi from Gingin, and it was my instructor’s job to fly me home to Pearce. Being a Navy A4 driver, he liked the chance to
go for a hoon, so we came through initial doing at least 350 and pitched out. Gear
speed in the Macchi was 150, meaning we had to lose over 200 knots in the turn.
Willy achieved that with power idle, speedbrake, and the best part of 6g, which was
my first-ever experience of g-induced grey-out and tunnel vision.
Initial and Pitch
Anyway, that’s our first topic this month under the heading of “Operations that are
a bit different from the standard flying at Northam”, and which you may encounter
from time to time at non-towered aerodromes. A little while back Airservices in
their wisdom decided to include a description of “Initial and pitch” in the AIP. It’s
covered under “Operations in Class G Airspace” in AIP ENR 10. An Initial and Pitch
starts at an Initial Point which is 5nm downwind, which means more or less the
same spot that you’d join for a 5nm straight-in approach, only displaced to the
dead side. It’s usually at circuit height, and at a country aerodrome you could expect the RAAF to consider the locals and stick to 1000 ft. They’ll track (or hoon) inbound at high speed, and abeam the runway they’ll do a steep turn to roll out on
downwind. If there are two of them the leading aircraft will pitch first and roll out
on about mid-downwind, and the second one will pitch a couple of seconds later
and roll out behind the first, on an earlier downwind.
So it’s a bit like a midfield crosswind join, only faster and with a bit more g. Most
importantly, at the speeds involved, they’re likely to be in your face before you get
a chance to see them, so listen out. And if they call at Initial, which is 5nm away,
and they’re doing 300 kt, that’s 1 minute. So if you’ve just got airborne for circuits
in the old 172, they’ll probably be on downwind before you are.
Glider Tango Uniform Golf, Downwind Runway 14, Touch and Go
OK, that’s an unlikely radio call. But there is an extra thing or two you can think
about at an airfield where there are gliding operations. In case you want to venture
to Cunderdin, or as far afield as Beverley or Narrogin, here are a couple of tips I’ve
gleaned from those who fly without engines, and those who tow those who fly
without engines.

Right of way is the biggest concern to glider and tug pilots. The rules for avoiding
collision – power gives way to everything, airships give way to gliders and balloons, gliders give way to balloons – are based on the pretty logical premise that
the more manoeuvrable aircraft gives way to the less manoeuvrable one. Based
on that logic, a tug towing a glider is very unmanouevrable, so you must give way
to it. Two aircraft, one behind the other, are much easier to see than one, and
they all use radio, so seeing and avoiding a tug with a glider in tow shouldn’t be
too hard.
The other consideration about giving way to gliders is in the circuit. The rules say
you must give way to an aircraft that is compelled to land – again pretty logical –
and a glider in the circuit is of course compelled to land. In practice it means that if
you’re, say, late downwind for Runway 14 at Cunderdin and a glider broadcasts
joining downwind, he will be on the ground before you. He’ll be flying a continuously descending circuit and you’ll probably be extending downwind. And don’t
forget if you extend downwind, to start finals on the right profile you’ll want to roll
out higher than 500 ft AGL. And if you’re on base when a glider joins downwind,
you don’t have the option of extending and slotting in behind him, so always be
prepared to go around to accommodate those who don’t have that option.
A couple of other little tips that help everyone: when the spare glider and tugs and
vehicles are sitting by the side of the runway, aim to touch down past them if you
can. It’s a bit hard if they’re parked halfway down an 800 metre runway, but if
they’re close to the threshold on a 1500 metre runway like 14 at Cunderdin,
there’s plenty of room to touch down past them and make it less hazardous for
everyone if you have a mishap such as a blown tyre or a runway excursion.
Another one you may consider – not possible at Beverley – is if the wind is light, it
may be easier and more convenient to use the runway the gliders aren’t using. A
tug and glider lined up about to take off on 14 at Cunderdin can easily wait for you
to do a touch and go on 05, but they’ll prevent you doing that touch and go on 14.
RA Aircraft
The main consideration with the light sport aircraft (LSA) is that while some of
them fly at similar speeds to the old 172 or Cherokee, many of them are quite a bit
slower. They also tend to do closer circuits. So as for the gliders, if you’re on mid
downwind and a LSA calls turning downwind, his circuit may be inside yours, and
depending on his speed, he may want to turn base before you. Although calls
turning base tend to be the preserve of those irritating pilots who see the need to
yabber on the radio every 30 seconds in the circuit, this may be a time when a call
turning base is a good idea.

Parachute Operations
As a rule you’re not going to try to land at an aerodrome where parachute operations are in progress. But when you’re flying near those aerodromes, some awareness is obviously useful, and you can use your radio to reassure the pilot of the
meatbomber that you’re not about to fly under him and take out a couple of canopies.
If you’re anywhere near Brooklands you’ll be on Melbourne Centre (120.3) and because they often drop from 14,000 feet, which is in controlled airspace, you’ll hear
the pilot talking to Centre and asking for clearance to drop. He’ll usually also report
when he’s lightened his load: “10 canopies in the air.”
Often when I’ve flown near Brooklands and the parachute pilot has talked to Centre, Centre has told him something like: “Unidentified aircraft 2 miles east of Brooklands, tracking north, 3000, intentions unknown.” Being on the ball as you expect
your club instructors to be, I’ll just say something like: “Melbourne Centre, PGL,
172, 2 miles east of Brooklands. We’ll avoid the drop zone.” Centre may ask us to
squawk Ident to confirm that we are indeed the one they’ve identified. It’s neither
here nor there to Melbourne, but it just reassures the meatbomber pilot that
you’re on the frequency, you’re aware of his intentions, and you’ll stay clear.
Happy flying, and watch out for the parachutes, the lighties, the gliders, the RAAF
and, most importantly, the Jandakot pilots!

Kevin

Crash Comics
Reprinted with courtesy of the ATSB

Classifieds
Northam Aero Club Merchandise
Club Polo Shirts with name and club logo—$35.00
Postage available—$10.00 per order
Club Caps with logo—$20.00 available
at the bar
Stubbie Holders—$7.00 available at
the bar
Postage available—$8.00

Advertising Space Available
Free for members

Wanted

NAC Club Aircraft
Bookings

Aviation Memorabilia
•
•
•
•
•

Books
Artefacts
Photographs
Old Aircraft Parts
Signs

If it’s old and historic—I’m interested

Enquiries—Matt Bignell

Adam Price—0428 611 797

0428 962 001

50/50 Share Sale
Vans RV7A
VH-ZDB
Looking for a 50/50 share or a possible outright sale considered
•
•
•
•

Aircraft built in Nungarin and first flew in 2005
Faultless history
Fast and economical
Always hangared
For more information please contact David Watkins
E : dwatkins8@me.com

The Story of Curvy Kate
is a fascinating story of one man’s lifelong dream
to build a head-turning replica SS Jaguar from the
ground up.
Howard Pietersie takes us through a mechanical
odyssey, replete with setbacks, successes and
innovative solutions that make ‘Curvy Kate’ a
remarkable story of endurance, elation and love.
However, the romantic notion of building a truly
elegant piece of 20th century motoring royalty is
not for the faint-hearted, though any unsuspecting
soul determined to do so would do well to read
this book.
The Story of Curvy Kate is Pietersie’s
inspirational and sometimes hilarious journey
into the secret life of an enthusiastic amateur
determined to realise a dream.

The Story of Curvy Kate
available online

www.replicajaguarbook.com
Paperback—$29.95
Hardback—$39.95

ASIC Cards
As you know, ASIC’s now need to be
collected in person. This has meant a
trip to Perth to have a face to face pick
up. I am now an agent for CASA so if
you nominate Northam as your pick up
point, your ASIC will be sent to me for
you to collect in Northam.

Hangar for Sale
15m x 15m located on a front row and
Corner of taxiway—Block No. 33.
Power and water on corner of block.
Note—the hangar only uses the front
half of the block, therefore another
hangar can be built on the back of the
block.

Enquiries—Denis Beresford
0408 747 182
“Happy Flying”

Please call—0438 101 334

NAC Cessna 172—VH-PGL
Hire Fee Structure
Private Hire - $210 per hour
Dual Training - $300 per hour
TIF’s - $150 per 1/2 hour
Briefing - as required
Instructor (in owner’s aircraft) - $100 per hour

Pre-paid Discounted Block Rates Available
•

5 hours - less 5%

•

10 hours - less 10%
20 hours - less 15%

•

Student pilots may use the discounted block rate for aircraft hire only
Instructor fees remain as priced above
For all further enquiries please contact:
NAC Treasurer - nactreasurer@bigpond.com T: 0428 743 031

Matt Bignell - 0428 962 001

NAC Club Contact List

President

Vice President

Errol Croft

Adam Price

E: dowref@bigpond.net.au

E: adam@airsafetynav.com.au

T: 0428 880 149

T: 0429 041 974

Secretary

Treasurer

Peter Scheer

Dave McFarlane

E: bushyps@gmail.com

E: nactreasurer@bigpond.com

T: 0408 802 955

T: 0428 743 031

Club Captain

House & Grounds

Peter Hill

Ashley Smith

E: prh@aurora.net.au

E: ashleypsmith@westnet.com.au

T: 0450 415 947

T: 0429 083 152

Aircraft

Flight Training

Dave Beech

Kevin Lathbury

E: dbeech@iinet.net.au

E: Kevinlouise62@gmail.com

T: 0416 242 846

T: 0434 000 217

Flight Training

Fly About Editor & Social

Murray Bow

Karin Price

E: bowie1@iinet.net.au

E: Karin@airsafetynav.com.au

T: 0424 160 750

T: 0428 611 797

Facebook
Sally Wood
E: Swood77_nz@hotmail.com

T: 0439 941 201
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