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Presidents Message
Hi All.
The big event this month has been Cyclone Seroja, he has caused
much devastation to many coastal towns and inland up north. One of
the worst hit towns was Kalbarri where our own Ashley Smith has been
working for a scenic tour company. I spoke to Ashley before the cyclone hit as to what they will do with the aircraft. He told me that they
would hangar all the planes. The planes survived the cyclone but sadly Ashley’s house did not along with 70% of the town’s residences.
Ashley has sent us a photo. There were no lives lost which is hard to
believe when you see the destruction, and the community has come
together to rebuild the towns involved. The devastation that Cyclone
Seroja caused will be in our minds for a long time to come and our
thoughts are with all those involved in the massive cleanup. It is up to
all of us to help out any way we can to keep our businesses, friends
and relatives safe as we move forward.
On a happier note, the painting of our club rooms continues and looks
fantastic. Many thanks go to those that have helped out. Ian Berry
flew up from Serpentine, Dave Beech, Dave McFarlane, Matt Bignell,
Sue Clements, Debra Donovan, Peter Hill and myself have all dipped a
brush or roller in paint. I got involved in the beginning by delegating
the paint choice to Heather and she came through with a great colour
titled “Up and Away” which should fit in well with the upcoming hot air
ballooning event.
To kick off our social get togethers this year we will be holding a
Barbeque lunch on the 2nd Sunday of the month, 9th May 2021 after the
flying competition, so please feel free to come down to the Airfield and
catch up with everyone.
Our elections for the Northam Aero Club Committee have come
around again. Consider being part of the Committee by nominating
yourself and get involved. The Annual General Meeting is to be held
on Friday 25th June 2021 at 7.30pm and all nomination forms are to be
in the hands of the Secretary by 4th June 2021.
Cheers, Errol.

Club Captains Report
NAC Club Captains Report APRIL 2021

Due Stress of Weather: (side effects Cyclone) our April Flying Comp was postponed to Sunday 9th May.
Please see the Comp sheet for full details.
Next NAC Flying Comp is SUNDAY 9th MAY. "GOOMALLING RECON"
A mini Air Trial within 20 n.m. of Northam Airfield.
All Pilots have full Comp Sheets and Map with 4 weeks to go, so why not fly a practice run?
Club aircraft is always there waiting to go...
Remember your Membership needs to be current to fly her!
All Members welcome, refreshments provided and seats available in Club Aircraft for Members who wish to fly with TEAM NAC!
See you SUNDAY 9 th MAY 9 am Northam Airfield.
Yes, that is MOTHERS DAY COMP, see you there.
Until then, Thank You, and Stay Safe.
Peter Hill Club Captain 0450415947 prh@aurora.net.au
p.s.
Ashley Smith was in the his unit in Kalbarri during the cyclone
We were very relieved to learn that he escaped without injury, even though his house was
totaled all around him!
Complete roof and all ceilings gone, (made the news) .
Ashley, we all are pleased to know you are in one piece, the house will be replaced , but you
are irreplaceable and we look forward to your early return to us.
From all Pilots and Crew TEAM NAC

RESULTS
First Place
Second Place
Third Place
Fourth Place
Fifth Place
Sixth Place
Equal Seventh Place

Club Pictures

NAC Club Aircraft in capable hands of Russell Steicke

This is the Editors
Piper Cherokee VH-RXA
Just prior to heading off
for a flight over Mt
Buller to see the first
snow of the season.

Some Views from “Over East”

The first snow for the 2021 Season on MT Buller Victoria, Alt. 8,500’ AMSL

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given to the
Members
Annual General Meeting
NORTHAM AERO CLUB
Friday 25th June 2021
NAC Club Rooms

7.30pm
AGENDA ITEMS

Election of Office Bearers
Notice of Motion
(Please bring a small plate of food for fellowship at
the conclusion of the meeting)
The names of the candidates proposed as Officers of the Club with the
names of their proposers and seconders shall be in the hands of the Secretary 21 days before the date of the Annual Meeting (04 June 2021). The
names shall be posted in the Club for 14 days before the Annual General
Meeting.

Northam Aero Club Nomination Form
Nomination is hereby made for the position of:

*President *Vice President *Secretary
*Treasurer
*3 x Committee Persons (2 year)
*1 x Committee Person (1 year)

Nominee ________________________
Signature ________________________

Position _________________________
Proposer: _______________________

Seconder: _______________________
*To be in the hands of the Secretary by

Friday 4th June 2021

(PO Box 247 Northam WA 6401)

Next Club Competition

Bar Hours
The Bar is currently closed for Renovations.
Please check with Matt Bignell for Renovation progress.

0407 873 700

CLEAROFFS

Kevin Lathbury

How many checks do you do before, during and after flight that involve not so much doing
something, as checking that something has been done? One example is checking your harness in pre-landing checks. Of course it’s on because you never undo it in flight. But it’s a
very good check when you have passengers who’ve unstrapped themselves and climbed over
each other to get the best views.
The top-of-climb and turning point checks that you probably learnt in your navigation training are other examples. The RACWA way of doing them is CLEAROFFS checks, and you probably learnt those or something similar in your training. Whether or not you’ve simplified your
navigation with GPS and OzRunways or other electronic toys, they’re still a very useful way of
ensuring, a few times in a flight, that you’ve ticked the boxes and you haven’t missed anything. In nav training I often talk about the value of CLEAROFFS: if you’ve done them properly, you can relax because you know you haven’t missed anything, so sit back, just fly the aeroplane and enjoy the view.
What additions or variations do you make to this list?
C – Compass
Once you’re straight and level and not accelerating, align the DG with the compass.
L – Log
Have I logged my last fix position and time?
Have I logged my next estimate or revision?
E – Engine
Normal 10-minute (or however often you do them) engine checks: T’s and P’s, suction,
amps.
Lean the mixture.
A – Altimetry
Am I at my planned altitude?
Is it hemispherical? Mandatory above 5000 ft, mandatory where practical below 5000.
When is my next level change?
If I’m heading towards CTA, where will I enter it at this altitude?
Where is my Top of Descent?
R – Radio
Am I on the right frequency?
Have I made all the calls I should have?
Where and when is my next frequency change?
What’s my next call, and what frequency will it be on?

CLEAROFFS

Kevin Lathbury

O – Orientation
Big picture navigation eg. I’ve taken off from Geraldton for Jandakot. Australia should be
on my left.
F – Fuel
Have I updated my fuel log? (Maybe you do this one under L)
Does my fuel burn match what I planned?
When will I next log my fuel?
When will I switch tanks (if applicable).
F – Forced landing
Where would I go if it all went quiet?
I include that last one because RACWA does, although I don’t really think it belongs in
CLEAROFFS as much as in constant vigilance. Especially over tiger country, you should always
have an eye out for your best forced landing options.

Happy flying – get out and enjoy those cool clear autumn and winter days as much as you
can!
Kevin

MEMBERSHIP FEES NOW OVERDUE
Northam Aero Club Membership Renewal due January 2021
Now Overdue
Please make sure your membership is up to date – if in doubt call
Heather 0428 738 808 - $55.00 per year.
Bank Details to make Membership payment to Northam Aero Club
BSB: 036107 Account No. 692937 Reference A SURNAME

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Club House Renovations

Debra Donovan one of our trusty
members painting the cornices with
the first coat
In the main clubroom at Northam
Aero Club.

Ashley Smiths House

Next Club Competition
NEXT NAC FLYING COMP is scheduled for:
Sunday 9th May 2021
" GOOMALLING RECON."
A Mini Air Trial within 20 N.M. of Northam Airfield.
All Pilots have full Comp sheets with 4 weeks to go, so Fly it....
All Members welcome, refreshments provided, and seats available
in Club Aircraft for Members who would like to fly with TEAM NAC.
See you Sunday 9th May 9am at Northam Airfield.
Until then,
Thank You and Stay Safe.
Peter Hill
Club Captain 0450415947 prh@aurora.net.au

Next Club Committee meeting at 13:00 (1pm)
Sunday 9th May 2021 , at NAC Clubrooms

NAC Website access QR code
We are slowly sliding into the new

technological world!
Here is the latest High-Tech way to access
the NAC website.
If you are “QR” code ready then simply
scan this code with your phone or tablet
and you will be taken to the club website.
What will they think of next!
(QR code reader apps can be downloaded from the App store or Play store)
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Wanted - Aviation Memorabilia
• Books
• Artifacts
• Photographs
• Old Aircraft Parts
• Signs
If it’s old and historic—I’m interested
Adam Price—0428 611 797

NAC Club Aircraft Bookings

Enquiries— Matt Bignell
0407 873 700

Club Bank Details: BSB 036-107 A/c Number:69-2937

Funnies

Classifieds
Northam Aero Club Merchandise
Club Polo Shirts with name and club logo—$35.00
Postage available—$10.00 per order
Club Caps with logo—$20.00 available
at the bar
Stubbie Holders—$7.00 available at
the bar
Postage available—$8.00

NAC Cessna 172—VH-PGL
Hire Fee Structure
Private Hire - $220 per hour
Dual Training - $300 per hour
TIF’s - $165 per 1/2 hour
Briefing - as required
Instructor (in owner’s aircraft) - $115 per hour

Pre-paid Discounted Block Rates Available
•

5 hours - less 5%

•

10 hours - less 10%
20 hours - less 15%

•

Student pilots may use the discounted block rate for aircraft hire only
Instructor fees remain as priced above
For all further enquiries please contact:
NAC Treasurer - nactreasurer@bigpond.com T: 0428 743 031
Matt Bignell - 0407 873 700

NAC Club Contact List

President
Errol Croft
E: dowref@bigpond.net.au

Vice President
Matt Bignell
E: big.matty@hotmail.com

T: 0428

T: 0407 873 700

880 149

Secretary
Susan Clements
E: susanclements67@gmail.com
T: 0488 441 274

Treasurer
Dave McFarlane
E: nactreasurer@bigpond.com
T: 0428 743 031

Club Captain
Peter Hill

House & Grounds
Vacant

E:

prh@aurora.net.au

T: 0450 415 947
Aircraft
Dave Beech
E: dbeech@iinet.net.au

T: 0438 016 903
Flight Training
Murray Bow
E:

bowie1@iinet.net.au

Flight Training
Kevin Lathbury
E: Kevinlouise62@gmail.com
T: 0434 000 217
Aircraft Bookings
Matt Bignell
E: big.matty@hotmail.com

T: 0424 160 750

T: 0407 873 700

Fly About Editor
Martin (MJ) Jacobson
E: auswideaviation@bigpond.com
T: 0408 439 160

Membership Officer
Heather Deegan
E: heatther1957@gmail.com

T: 0248 738 808

THE NORTHAM AERO CLUB (Inc.)
PO Box 247 NORTHAM
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